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Montana  State  Library 


3 0864  1006  6841  0 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


PLEASE  RETURN 


COGSWELL  BUILDING 


STATE  OF  MONTANA 


DOCUMENTS  COLLECTION 


OCT  -11984 


MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
1515  E.  6fh  AVE. 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 


HELENA.  MONTANA  59620 


September  24,  1984 

Re:  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
Michael  Cavanaugh/dba/ Cavanaugh' s 
Auto  Salvage 


Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Mussellshell  Co.  Courthouse,  Roundup 
Joseph  Vicars,  Mayor,  City  of  Roundup,  P.0.  Box  656,  Roundup 
Dick  Isern,  District  Sanitarian,  P.0.  Box  1150,  Lewistown 
Ann  Moshman,  Deputy  Co.  Attorney,  Musselshell  Co.  Courthouse,  Roundup 
Chairman,  Musselshell  County  Planning  Board,  Courthouse,  Roundup 
Frances  Dawson,  Clerk  & Recorder,  Mussellshell  Co.  Courthouse,  Roundup 
Michael  Cavanaugh,  Cavanaugh's  Auto  Salvage,  P.0.  Box  501,  Roundup 
Tom  Ellerhoff,  Environmental  Sciences  Div. , DHES,  Cogswell  Bldg,  Helena 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Bldg.,  Rm.  432,  Helena 
4f£rold  Chambers,  State  Library,  State  Complex,  Helena 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604, 
the  following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  /Michael 
Cavanaugh/ dba/Cavanaugh' s Auto  Salvage  near  Roundup,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of 
the  proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have 
a significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary 
Environmental  Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15) 
days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


CL 

JOHN  C.  GEACH 
Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


JCG:vc 


AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  employer 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 

(406)  444-2821 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Di vi si  On/Bureau  Environmental  Sciences  Division/Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

Project  or  Application  Michael  Cavanaugh/dba/Cavanaugh's  Auto  Salvage 

Description  of  Project  Establishing  and  licensing  a new  motor  vehicle  wrecking 
facility  on  Horsethief  Road  near  Roundup  (See  map). 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 


1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant- 
ity and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Air  quali ty 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragi le,  or  1 i mi  ted 
environmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

i 

X 

X 

- 

X 

DHES/ESD-1 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 


7. 


8. 


9. 


Social  structures  an 
mores 

Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 
Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 
Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 
Human  health 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 
Access  to  and  quality 
of  recreational  and  ' 
wilderness  activitie: 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 
Distribution  and 


Major 


Comments  on 


and  housing 

10.  Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 

11.  Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 

12.  Demands  for  energy 

13.  Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

14.  Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flow: 


d 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

/ 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 
which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER.  Musselshell  County  Planning  Board 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  E’IS  Not  necessary 

.//  ~ 


PER  Prepared  by: 


^ f?  T ^ 

k' 


Date:  September  23,  1984 


LARRY  MITCHELL 


DHES/ESD-2 


September  24,  1984 

M.  CAVANAUGH/DBA/ CAVANAUGH'S  AUTO  SALVAGE 
PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 

GENERAL  COMMENTS 


Application  has  been  made  for  a motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility 
license  on  a parcel  of  land  owned  by  Mr.  Thomas  Heron.  The  facility  is 
currently  planned  more  as  a temporary  salvage  vehicle  storage  yard  rather 
than  an  active  dismantling,  salvage  and  used  parts  sales  business.  The 
proposed  facility  is  a small  rectangular-shaped  area  approximately  one  acre 
in  size.  It  will  be  located  immediately  east  of  Horse  Thief  Road  between 
the  road  and  an  elevated  coal  slack  berm  running  north-south  through  the 
Heron  property.  A large  coal  slack  pile  on  the  north  end  of  the  property 
will  form  the  north  boundary  of  the  yard.  Facility  dimensions  will  be 
approximately  100  feet  east-west  by  350  feet  north-south. 

POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


3.  Geology  and  soil  quality,  stability  and  moisture 

The  site  selected  for  use  contains  very  little  if  any  native  soil. 

Most  of  the  surface  area  is  relatively  sterile  coal  slack  approximately 
four  feet  deep.  The  applicant  proposes  leveling  the  yard  surface  and 
constructing  some  berms  or  dikes  out  of  the  slack  material  to  aid  in 
shielding  the  site  from  view  on  the  east  side  of  the  facility.  This 
activity  is  not  expected  to  have  a significant  impact  on  the  above 
criteria. 

5.  Aesthetics 

The  Motor  Vehicle  Recycling  and  Disposal  law  and  rules  require  all 
junked  vehicles  and  all  wrecking  facilities  to  be  shielded  from  public 
view.  Public  view  is  that  point  6 feet  above  the  centerline  of  any  public 
road.  This  facility  will  require  shielding  on  all  four  sides  since  it  is 
visible  from  several  public  roads  surrounding  it. 

The  north  side  of  the  facility  is  "naturally"  shielded  by  a high  coal 
slack  pile.  The  east,  south  and  west  sides  will  require  additional  artifi- 
cial shielding.  An  existing  dike  of  coal  slack  on  the  east  side  of  the 
proposed  yard  provides  partial  screening.  The  applicant  proposes  elevating 
this  dike  sufficiently  with  additional  coal  slack  removed  by  leveling  and 
lowering  the  yard  surface  or  by  constructing  a fence  on  top  of  it.  A gap 
in  the  north  end  of  the  dike  must  be  filled  substantially. 

The  west  perimeter  of  the  yard  is  proposed  to  be  screened  with  a 
wooden  fence  placed  parallel  to  Horse  Thief  Creek  Road.  A barbed  wire 
fence  currently  exists  along  this  west  property  line.  Fencing  must  be 
constructed  in  accordance  with  the  standards  and  materials  found  in  Rule 
16.14.202  ARM.  The  west  fence  must  be  solid.  No  spacing  of  boards  will  be 
allowed  due  to  its  close  proximity  to  the  road.  Fence  heights  must  shield 
vehicles  in  the  yard. 

The  south  perimeter  of  the  facility  will  require  shielding  from  both 
Horse  Thief  Creek  Road  and  Silverton  Road.  A fence  or  dike  is  proposed  for 
the  south  end.  A gate  proposed  for  the  south  side  must  be  shielded  if 
vehicles  in  the  yard  can  be  seen  from  the  roads. 


Expansion  of  this  proposed  yard  must  be  approved  in  advance  and 
properly  shielded  before  junked  vehicles  are  moved  into  an  expanded  area. 
Portions  of  the  Heron  property  are  very  difficult  to  screen  properly.  Any 
future  expansion  of  this  facility  must  receive  approval  from  local  zoning 
officials  and  the  new  area  must  be  properly  shielded. 

If  this  proposed  facility  is  shielded  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  state  law  and  Rule  16.14.202  ARM,  the  aesthetic  impact  of  a 
wrecking  facility  or  junk  vehicle  storage  yard  should  be  minimal.  Beyond 
the  minimal  standards  found  in  the  law,  owners/operators  of  such  facilities 
can  do  much  in  terms  of  landscaping  to  further  reduce  visual  impact  or 
actually  improve  existing  aesthetics. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 
3.  Local  and  state  tax  base  and  tax  revenue 

6.  Quantity  and  distribution  of  community  and  personal  income 

8.  Quantity  and  distribution  of  employment 

The  successful  operation  of  a motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  may  have 
a minor  positive  impact  on  any  of  the  above  criteria.  This  site  is  pres- 
ently vacant  and  used  primarily  as  a coal  slack  dump  area  from  historic 
mining  operations.  The  establishment  and  operation  of  a salvage  business 
should  provide  at  least  secondary  income  and  employment  opportunities  for 
the  owner/operator . 

10.  Demands  for  government  services 

A minor  amount  of  time  will  be  required  of  state  and  local  junk 
vehicle  program  officials  in  conducting  routine  inspections  of  the  facility 
to  assure  that  it  is  being  operated  in  compliance  with  state  law.  There 
may  be  a minor  increase  in  demand  for  such  local  government  services  as 
fire  and  police  protection  and  solid  waste  disposal  as  a result  of  this 
proposed  action. 

13.  Locally  adopted  environmental  plans  and  goals. 

The  establishment  and  proper  operation  of  a motor  vehicle  wrecking 
facility  at  this  proposed  location  does  not  violate  any  locally  adopted 
land  use  zoning  ordinances  currently  in  effect  for  this  site  according  to  a 
certification  on  the  application  by  the  Musselshell  County  Planning  Board. 
Land  use  in  the  immediate  area  of  this  site  is  a combination  of  industrial, 
commercial  and  rural  residential  uses.  Activities  include  a county  road 
department  complex,  a sawmill  operation,  a coal  slack  dump,  a veterinary 
clinic,  and  both  old  and  newer  residential  units.  In  the  absence  of  local 
land  use  controls  or  zoning,  state  law  permits  the  siting  and  licensing  of 
wrecking  facilities  once  they  are  properly  screened  from  public  view. 
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MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES  O 

Environmental  Sciences  Division 

^ JU/ 


Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 


*7 


MOTOR 


Helena,  Montana  59601 

VEHICLE  WRECKING 
APPLICATION  FOR  LICENSE 


7 


u 


,0- 


FACILITY  d /,.. 




Complete  this  form  and  return  with  attachments  to:  Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

Montana  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences 
Room  3201,  Cogswell  Building 
^ . / / * . /'  Helena,  M^  59620 

1 : tde  / s/s/a  t?/i  <./  (as  6 //sc 


1)  Name  of  applicant: 


/ 5A; 


2)  Name  of  facility:  /7/ /-//*>&  Icy/liyc;  rr_ 


Address:  , 7^/  d P . 77  V 7^  df/;  AS<?57^ 


3) 


Z1 


//dV 


' rS/CY/ 


4)  Size  and  legal  description  of  facility 

/*Z.  77’cd,p//P  A *7.V7  />£'/(?* 


Sid'//  ,/?/'  / ec/s 


/€)'? 


d d> 


^ g-r-  //  /S’/?? 

5)  If  you  are  not  the  owner  of  the  premises,  give  name  and  address  of  lessor  who  holds 
title  to  the  property: 


Name: 


Address: 

6)  Attachments:  a)  Map  of  city  or  county  showing  proposed  location  of  facility. 


/{('a's/T.-P  S?7/.  / j?/'"/  d/p  d ddJ/d  d/7  7//^  //l //<r/ 
' // <?  //  dtJ> 


b)  Drawing  of  proposed  facility  showing  especially  the  type  and 

adequacy  of  shielding  of  facility  from  public  view  and  location 
of  buildings. 

7)  I hereby  certify  that  the  site  of  the  planned  motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  is 
in  accordance  with  local  government  zoning  and  ordinances  (to  be  signed  by 
appropriate  local  government  official  having  knowledge  of  local  zoning  ordinances) . 


TITLE:  7 PS  iCPfifS . 


OF 


: /fl/  /.^  /fipr/  //dPr/Pd 


(city  or  county) 


1 


f~l‘/vi= 


. I 

8)  Date  (year  and  month)  that/  your?  facility  ✓will  begin  operation: 

' 7/  v / / ^ ^ 


SIGNATURE  OF  APPLICANT 

f V /Sc, 

TITLE:  7 ' P dd-f-PPp 


PHONE 
DATE : 


Sp-f/ 


32  3-  / tlO 
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